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This information has been provided by CECID thinking of the administrations of Opus Dei with the intention of facilitating
things during the Pandemic. COVID-19, although it can be used by a wider public.



1. Purifying the LINEN

The linen is washed once weekly on a fixed day. 
Meanwhile the used linen is put in white bags marked and used only for this 
purpose. 

ITEMS WHICH ARE PURIFIED.
• Chalice and finger purificators.
• Altar and tabernacle corporals. 
• Pall: only the detachable part at the back.
• Purificator and pall and corporal bags inside out.
• Items which for any reason have come in contact with the Sacred Species e.g. if a 

host has fallen on the communion cloth. 
(* The norm is only to purify  the chalice purificators used each day and the finger 
purificator if used.). 

METHOD
• If the table is wooden place a plastic sheet on it and then a white towel used 

only for the oratory linen to avoid water dripping onto the table.
• Place a bowl (used only for this purpose) on the towel. Put in some cold water 

and immerse the unfolded purificator several times to ensure it is completely 
wet.

• Then they are put in another container and washed with the rest of the oratory 
linen.

• The water used to purify is put on a plant or a part of the garden where no-one 
walks.



2. WASHING THE LINEN 

• This is to do with white  linen which is not very dirty.
• Use a short wash programme and little detergent.
• Because of the Pandemic the linen is washed at a temperature of 

60°. 

PREPARING TO IRON.

• Take the linen from the machine and put in a basket.
• Spread a large white towel on the table and place the linen on it 

methodically. First all the amices, then the purificators, then the 
finger towels etc. 

• Fold in the edges of the towel and then roll up to avoid the linen 
drying out. 

• Its best not to leave it a long time before it is ironed to avoid 
mould, especially in damp areas/countries.  



3. IRONING AND FOLDING

FINGER TOWELS:
• Place it face down on the ironing table.

• Mark the signs aa and bb folding in such a way that the long 
edges are separated by  6cm approx.

• Follow the drawing in following slide.

CHALICE PURIFICATOR:
• Spread it out facing down

• Mark the signs aa and bb at the tips of the cross

• Make two pleats in a way that the material comes together in 
the middle of the cross. Fold it.

• Place the Purificator on the right side and mark the signs cc 
from 1cm to bb.

• Make a pleat placing cc on the drawn thread work nearest  the 
hem.

• Follow the diagrams.

FINGER PURIFICATORS:

• Spread it out facing down and iron the drawn thread work 
seams well.

• Take care it doesn't lose shape by not pushing the iron across, 
place it vertically on and off the fabric

• Turn over

• Follow the instructions



3. IRONING AND FOLDING

To prepare for ironing  place a white cloth  (used only for the oratory ironing) on 
the ironing table. You can iron by hand or use a rotary iron or a press (taking great 
with care). Once the linen is ironed take it to the sacristy.
Below is a description of how to fold the different items.
Spread the finger towel flat and straighten edges with your hands. Iron from the 
edges going inwards, turn over. Once ironed pile them up right side up. 
Turn them round and begin to fold.
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Chalice Purificators
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Finger Purificators


